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overflowing rapture. As S says : (< The Absolute Itself
assumes a bewitching form of beauty in order to attract
Its other to Itself " (p. 447). and " The Ravisher of
souls . . . cannot bear separation for His (other \ and
His captivating beauty is even physically enjoyable . * o
in the bliss of Kr^a-Wa^ This recalls numberless
passages in the Western Mystics fin how God is physi-
cally experienced by His lover. Each such vision of the
Lord becomes more rapturous, more ecstatic in its
loveliness, until the lover can bear no more and swoons
away into a momentary total union with Him.

23, The Glory of Devotion

1. Of the three (ways to) Truth, Devotion
alone is the best/ Devotion alone is the best.
Although essentially one, it becomes eleven-
fold (when analysed): the love of (God's)
nature and greatness, the love of beauty, the
love of worship, the love of remembrance, the
love of service, the love of friendship, the
love of a spouse, the love of parenthood, the
love of self-surrender, the love of merging in
Him,2 and the love of extreme (agony in)
separation (from Him). (BS 81-82)

Here we are given eleven modes of Devotion, eleven
ways in which it acts in various types of soul. Being
wholly selfless, the Gopis, who represent the highest type

1 Skt; trisatyasya bhaktireva gariyasi,

2 or; final self-effacement [tanmayatasakti).